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MESSAGE 


GOV. HENRY M. RECTOR, 


TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, AT ITS REGULAR 


SESSION, NOVEMBER, 1862. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Littte Rock, ARKANSAS, 
November 3d, 1862. 


Gentlemen of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives— 


By the blessings of a kind Providence, you are permitted 
to assemble again at the capitol of your State, the representa- 
tives of a free people,—enjoying still, the boon of civil and 
religious liberty. May our people’continue to enjoy these 
exalted privileges, enhanced by a patriotic and wise system of 
legislation, devised by you at the present session. 

The war, still raging, has at length attained proportions so 
wonderfully gigantic, as to astound all christendom, at the 
resource and achievements of American arms. Menaced by a 
powerful foe—lacking in no attribute save courage and a just 
cause—the South has already, thrice ovér, proven to the North 
that she cannot be conquered, but lives, a Nation, heralded from 
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an hundred victorious fields, whose people, all, will perish, or 
be free. 

The battles fought and won by patriot revolutionary sires, 
were but indices of what Americans, can do to avenge national 
insult, or resist oppression. The war will result in the inde- 
pendence of the South, including in one government, all the 
slave States of the Mississippi valley—proximity, commercial 
interests, and intercourse, ultimately uniting the valley States 
from the Gulf to the Lakes, in one homogeneous government, 
with an existence for slavery as far North, as climate and pro- 
duction makes it profitable. Free labor, is a misnomer—a myth, 
which has no existence North or South. All men work from 
necessity, not from choice—the toil of the white man being 
called freedom—that of the negro, slavery. 

'The bloody cost of our liberty, when won, should teach us to 
guard it, as we doour altars. Let not the unclean hands of politi- 
cal ambition pollute it by their touch— nor yet, should it be too 


sacred, for the humblest freeman to claim it as his inheritance. 
That * the price of liberty is eternal vigilance," is true, in 


all ages and climes, it is well to beware, then, lest whilst we 
gain liberty, we do not loose it. The constitution and the laws, 
should be the measure of all men’s authority. Necessity, some- 
times inexorable to be sure, is but the tyrant's plea, at best, nor 
lessens the rigors of usurpation. 

I have been led to these remarks, in consequence of orders 
emanating from generals in command of the Trans-Mississippi 
district, which I regarded as oppressive to the people, and with- 
out authority of law, or the approval of the President. 

It may be premised, that a departure from Confederate law, 
in these instances, is not only an infringement of the national 
constitution, but is also an infraction of the sovereignty of the 
State—its constitution—and the sacred rights of its citizens. 

Hence abuses, supposed to exist, must needs challenge inquiry 
from all State officials, sworn to support the laws, and to see 
them faithfully executed. 

In May last, the State, by order of Brig. Gen. Roane, was 
put under martial law, to the extent of twenty miles, in either 
direction, from Little Rdtk. The authority for so doing, I am 
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aware, the General supposed, was derived from the President, 
who, alone, possesses such power, specially delegated to him 
by Congress. Subsequently, by order of Gen. Hindman, the 
order was extended to cover the whole State, and I believe is 
still maintained, by opproval of Major General Holmes, now 
and recently commanding the district, whose authority, l am 
informed, is derived from the President. 

The essence of martial law is, that the military officer may 
do what he feels inclined, without let or hindrance from any 
one whatever. Power so potential, involving the existence 
and happiness of entire communities, is justified only upon 
grounds of extreme necessity; and carefully,—cautiously con- 
ferred upon the chief magistrate of the nation alone—in whose 
wisdom and virtue, all have confidence,—all, for the public 
good, are willing, for a time, to submit themselves. 

This much, and this only, is the law. To this extent, and no 
more, have our representatives in Congress committed us by act 
of Congress. An essential point forinquiry is, to know whether 
martial law has been declared by competent authority, or 
withoutany authority at all. In the communication of the Hon. 
G. W. Randolph, Secretary of War of the Confederate States, 
in reply to a resolution of inquiry, offered by the Hon. G. D. 
Royston, in the lower house of Congress, it will be found, that 
no authority had been given by the President to declare martial 
law in Arkansas, and further, the Secretary disclaims all knowl- 
edge that such a stute of facts existed, 

Here, then, for five months, the people of an entire State 
have been subjects of arbitrary authority— without law—the 
power to enforce right, or redress wrong. Controlled in their 
pecuniary, and personal rights by the dicta and caprice of one 
man, with an army at his command to enforce obedience to his 
orders. The abuse is not in the fact that martial law has 
existed, but that it was proclaimed by those having no authority, 
and in the detail of its administration. The legitimate object 
of declaring martial Jaw, by governments granting the power, 
if 1 understand it, is to strengthen the hands of those in com- 
mand for the better control of their armies, or for the restraint, 
by imprisonment, if necessary, of disloy al or rebellious citizens, 
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whose conduct should prove dangerous, or detrimental to mili- 
tary success. But I do not understand that it carries with it 
the power to interfere with the personal liberty of loyal private 
citizens, their contracts, or dealings, the prices of their property, 
or the sort, quantity or quality of money that they shall receive 
payment in, nor whether they receive payment atall. No wise 
government will ever enact such laws, unless the people are 
all serfs, incapable of providing for themselves, and are to be 
clothed and fed at the public expense. Apart from the viola- 
tion of Jaw, an intermeddling of this sort, stifles industry and 
enterprise, induces fraud, and discontent, amongst the people— 
short supplies to the non-producing classes, and to the army 
itself. A tariff of prices, can never accelerate a high state of 
development. The desideratum should be, to produce as much 
of every thing as possible—the price, is comparatively unim- 
portant. The existence of the army and the people, depends 
upon having enough, not what they shall have to pay for it. 
The superabundance of money in the country, unrestricted by 
military orders, would presently augment greatly the produc- 
tion and supply of all the necessaries of life. But who will 
venture his capital, to any material extent, in a tanyard, salt- 
works, shoe-shop, and a tliousand and one other things, whilst 
profits are dependent upon a tariff of prices, to be fixed by 
arbitrary authority. 

In calling your attention to these matters, it is not my pur- 
pose to redress the past, but to improve the future, if possible. 

First, it is not politic, I respectfully submit, that a violation 
of the constitution and the laws of this State, go without men- 
tion, or report, from the Executive to the General Assembly. 
For, under such circumstances, the people must imply that all 
which has been done, has been rightfully done, and, as many of 
them declare, there is no law left, either to obey, or to execute, 
the propagation and prevalence of such sentiments, would 
presently loosen the bonds of society, morally and politically— 
and, at the termination of a long war, would leave amongst us 
an element so dangeious as to hazard the existence of republi- 
can liberty itself. 

Familiarity, with most things, it is said, “breeds contempt.” 
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Not so, with military power. The mind of man possesses for 
_it an instinctive admiration. The splendor of its rude contact, 
but allures the citizen, and prepares him unconsciously for obe- 
dience to its commands. Its march is onward, upward, until 
finally it overshadows every thing—unless confined within con- 
stitutional limits. 

It is esteemed injudicious by many, that even the grossest 
military enormity be referred to, or redressed, during the war; 
that a more auspicious moment will present itself, after peace 
shall have been restored. When the present conflict will cease, 
is altogether speculative. That period may be so remote, as, 
that we shall forget what freedom and the constitution was, 
unless we carry them along with us, as we travel. 

That martial law should have been declared as an expedient, 
not only from the date of its existence here, but anterior to that 
period, I entertain no doubt. That it-has accomplished much 
good, I know also to be true, But it is neither necessary, or 
proper, therefore, that its concomitant abuses, be sanctioned into 
precedents, authorizing a repetition of ‘the sameevils. I deem 
it essential, at all events, that I lay these matters before your 
honorable body, for its advisement, and such action, if any, as 
you may think proper to take, with the suggestion that joint reso- 
lutions be passed by the legislature, addressed to our delegation 
in Congress, requesting that the act of Congress authorizing 
martial law, be modified, so as to leave private citizens free, in 
their intercourse, dealings, contracts, properties and privileges— 
ao long as they are loyal, and obedient to the constitution and 
laws of the Confederate States. s 

The last nine months' history of the present war, has been 
written indelibly upon the pages of Arkansas history ,—replete 
with startling events tó all—to many of her people, it has been 
calamitous. Shortly subsequent to the battle of Elk Horn, the 
General in command of the Confederate army in Arkansas, 
moved it east of the Mississippi to Corinth. The State having 
transferred allits means of defence, was exposed to assault 
from abroad, whilst loud mutterings of discontent were heard 
at home. In April, Curtis, commanding a northern army, 
formidable in numbers and appointment, entered the State at 
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Pitman's ferry, and marched South without opposition until his 
advance guard, about the tenth of May, reached Searcy in 
White county, distant fifty miles from Little Rock. The Con- 
federate army having been entirely withdrawn, communication 
on the Mississippi well nigh cut off, and utfer destitution per- 
vading the State government, so far as arms or munitions of 
‘war were concerned—the picture waa a most gloomy one for 
the political mariner. And for a time, it seemed almost in- 
evitable that the State must be overrun and occupied by the 
northern army. The avowed purpose of Curtis, was to take 
the capitol of the State, and establish a provisional govern- 
ment for Arkansas. i 

The stoutest hearts seemed to despond, and concede that 
defence was impossible, for there was nothing to defend with. 
There were one or two cavalry companies of Confederate 
troops left in the vicinity of Jacksonport to protect the remain- 
ing supplies until they conld be shipped east of the Mississippi. 
A remnant of quartermaster’s stores, broken down horses, and 
old wagons, were in transitu between Little Rock, Arkadelphia 
and Camden. The machinery fitted up by the Confederacy at 
the Little Rock arsenal, for repairing arms, had, weeks previ- 
ously, been taken down and shipped on steamboats out of reach 
of the invading army. In fact, the State was confessedly and 
unqualifiedly, abandoned for the time being by the Confederate 
government, with its entire corps of military officers, horse, 
foot and dragoon. The State, l say, had nothing to defend 
with—Ziterally nothing. Our entire stock, for warlike purposes 
consisting of seven and a half kegs of unassorted powder, with- 
gut a cap or flint to explode it, and not a gun to shoot it out of 
if it had possessed the faculty of spontaneous combustion. This 
being our supply of small arms and accoutrements. The 
State's heavy artillery, was, if possible, in a worse plight for ac- 
live operations, there being two cannon on hand, one without 
wheels—the other exploded at the breech. Under such circum- 
stances, I removed the state treasury, offices, officers, and other 
more valuable effects, to Hot Spring county, for safe-keeping, 
and retained them there until September, when, with due con- 
sideration for their comfort and safety, 1 removed them back 
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to the capitol, where they may now be found, as usual, without 
damage or detriment. River transportation was adopted to 
Dardanelle for the offices of the secretary of state, auditor and 
treasurer, because those officers reported the procurement of 
wagons and teams impossible at that time, or soon enough to 
insure a successful retreat, The executive office, or rather pa- 
pers, etc., composing it, I transported in road wagons,. and 
accompanied it myself on horseback, to Hot Spring valley, 
where the'seat of government was temporarily established at 
a cost to the State of seventy or eighty dollars, the entire ex- 
pense of removing and returning the government effects, .in- 
cluding the military board, being $3,559 03, the amount being 
audited, and paid by the military board, there being no fund 
appropriated by law for that purpose. 

On the 5th of May, however, before I left Little Roek, with 
the State government, I issued the following proclamation, 
which I beg leave to insert for a perfect understanding of the 
positions assumed by me, the doctrines announced, and of 
facts had in view by that paper. 


Orrice Mirrary Boarp, 
Little Rock, May 5th, 1862. | 


To tun Freemen or Arkansas— 

nn Fellow- Citizens: Again your authorities, sisi with the 
duty of preserving ànd defending your State government, deem 
it imperatively necessary to call you to Arms: Northern troops 
formidable in numbers and'preparation, are in the heart of your 
State, marching upon your Capitol, with the avowed.putpose of 
perverting your government, ‘plundering your people, eating 
your subsistence, and erecting over your heads as a final con- 
summation, à despotic ruler, the measure of whose power will 
be the hatred be bears His subjects. 

Will the thirty thousand freemen, capable of bearing arms, 
yet in Arkansas, look listlessly on, while chains are being 
riveted upon their limbs by a few thousand Hessians from the 
North-—hireling mercenary cowards as they are, seeking to 
enslave us, that they may grow rich upon our substance, and 
deride us, and out children asconquered subjects. This cannot, 
will not'be, our people in the government of their. choosing— 
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in the sacredness of their persons--and defence of their pro- 
perty must be defended. We can and will defend it; unaided 
if it must be so, at every cost and sacrifice, rather than live 
under the domination of the detestable and execrable Lincoln 
government: 

The enemy upon our soil is crushing to earth the proud spirit 
of our people; presuming upon the temporary absence of many 
of our brave men, they seek to crush the energy and courage 
of the remainder. We will drive them from amongst us. 
Where there is a will, there is always a way. An enlightened 
and brave people will never be subjugated. 

The armies of the revolution were at one time under George 
Washington, reduced to 2,500 men, still with the blessings of 
God and an undying spirit of resistance, the American colonies, 
each upon its own account, putting forth its entire energies: 
conquered a peace from a reluctant and powerful government. 
So if we of Arkansas, are true to ourselves—true to our pro- 
. fessions of hatred for the North, and devotion to the South— 
true in our devotion for constitutional liberty and free govern- 
ment, the sun will never set upon us a subjugated and con- 
quered race. Then, by authority and sanction of the Military 
- Board, whose duty it is to protect the State from invasion— 
whose right it is to call an army in the field when the Confede- 
rate States "refuse or neglect" to protect the people, I call 
upon each and every man capable of bearing arms to prepare 
at once to meet the enemy, though it is not contemplated that 
all will go—some must-—a sufficient number must to free the 
' State and repel the tyrant. The law is “ that every able bodied 
free white male inhabitant, between the ages of eighteen and 
forty-five years, shall constitute the militia of the State. No 
person shall be called upon to perform militia duty who has not 
resided within the State two months, except in cases of invasion, 
in which case, they are subject as other citizens, and subject to 
the same penalties.” Further, the law provides: “Judges of 
the supreme and circuit courts, secretary, auditor and treasurer 
of the State, clerks of the supreme and circuit courts, post mas- 
ters, post riders, ferrymen on public roads, all licensed preach- 
ers of the Gospel of every denomination, and justices of the 
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peace, shall be exempt from performing military duty, except in 
cases of insurrection and invasion.”. Hence it will be seen, by 
the law above, quoted, that all men found in the State between 
the ages of eighteen and forty-five, if physically able may be 
called to the field now, the State being invaded. The State, 
always sovereign, is sovereign yet, in her reserved rights, one 
of which is, to defend her own soil—her own government—her 
own people, and to put every one between certain ages found 
in her borders into the field, if necessary to do it; This is the 
law, state and national, and if it were not, the people in their 
potentia] power, would make it so, 
By your authority and sanction, your representatives in con- 
vention assembled at the capitol in May last, severed the State 
of Arkansas from the United States of America, upon the doc- 
trine of State sovereignty, from which grew up the Confeder- 
ate States. This in the retrospect, may be viewed no less a 
political right, than a moral and political virtue, looking to our 
happiness, and the transmission of republican liberty for the 
present age and future generations, an alliance was formed, 
with the Confederate States of America, In the support of 
this government no star in the galaxy has shed a brighter lustre 
than Arkansas. No people have evinced more valor or a more 


self-sacrificing spirit, than hers in upholding Confederate na- _ 


tionality. Every door way Is stained with the blood of her 
children, every roof is a house of mourning, and her alters are 
consecrated ‘to benedictions for the dead and lost.in battle. The 
flower of her youth, the pride of her manhood have without 
stint been lavished for the maintenance and support of the 
Confederation., She has done this because of her generous 
confidence, that when the evil hour come upon hier, the national 
ensign, the Confederate flag, would be found floating from her 
battlements, defying the invader and giving succor to her 
people, 

Untoward events have placed her beyond the pale of protec- 
tion much impaired, though not incapable of resistance, she 
will strike a blow for liberty, and continue to be free; if left to 
her fate she will carve a new ‘destiny rather than be subjuga- 
ted. It was for liberty she struck, and not for subordination to 
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any created secondary power north orsouth. Her best friends 
are her natural allies, nearest at home; who will pulsate when 
she bleeds, whose utmost hope is not beyond her existence. If 
the arteries of the Confederate heart do not preméate beyond 
the east bank of the Mississippi, let southern Missourians, Ar- 
kansians, Texans, and the great’ West know it and prepare for 
the future. Arkansas lost, abandoned, subjugated, is not Ar- 
kansas as she entered the Confederate government. _Nor will 
she remain Arkansas a Confederate State, desolated as a wil- 
derness; her children fleeing from the wrath to come, will build 
them a new ark and launch it on new waters, seeking a haven 
somewhere, of equality, safety and rest. Be of good cheer my 
countrymen, there is still à balm in Gilead, the good Samaritan 
will be found. Strike now and everfor your homes and liberty, 
against all nien who invade the one or dispute the other. The 
despotic power of the North, which seeks now to erush you, 
contains in its own creation, ripe seeds for its early destruction. 

Stand out like men and résist that power; until the hallowed 
light shed by southern states rights democratic liberty shall 
throw its light back upon the very North itself, from the Rio 
Grande of the South to the Lake of the Woods; and westward 
to the Pacific. The God of nations has. not decreed, I think, 
that tyrant hands shall stay the progress of civil and religious 
liberty upon this continent. The right of the people. to govern 
is an: admitted truism. Their capacity to do so is not a fable; 
but * the price of liberty is ‘eternal vigilance;” be jealous of 
‘encroachments, ‘mindful of your public servants. Take the 
constitution of your State as your political text book, and re- 
gard the defence, of your homes and firesides as a duty you 
owe to God añd humanity, and all will be well. 


Corrélative with these views, it is by the Military Board of the 
State of Arkansas deemed essential for the public safety, that 
four thousand five hundred men be called as volunteers from 
the militia of the state, to be organized into companies, battal- 
ions and regiments, as directed by the ordinances of the State 
Convention, to serve for twelve months in state service, unless 
sooner discharged. The companiés not to contain less than 
sixty-four nor more than ninety-six mien, exclusive of commis- 
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sioned officers. Twenty companies of cavalry will be received, 
and thirty. companies of infantry, with the right, on the part of 
the authorities, to assign one.ar more of the infantry compa- 
nies for artillery service.. Hach volunteer must furnish his own 
gun, which will be valued and paid for by the State, or a cer- 
tain. amount paid for it monthly by the government for its use, 
ag the.state may ultimately determine. 


Companies organizing south of the Arkansas river will ren- 
dezvous at. Little Bock, unless other instructions are given. 
Those organizing north of the river will be advised ot the : 
proper point to rendezvous by applying to the military board 
for órdera. Transportation, subsistence, etc., ete., will be sup- 
plied upon application, for organized companies; no company 
will be esteemed organized until a deseriptive list is filed with 
the military board, showing the requisite number of men, cer- 
tificates of election for company. officers should accompany the 
descriptive. list. Any commissioned officers of the State may 
hold and certify to company elections, Able-bodied men, 16 
years. and upwards, may he received into service. If the 
requisite number of men is not made up by volunteering by the 
25th of May, the deficiency will be detailed or drafted from the 
militia brigades or regiments having the fewest men in service. 
Troops raised under this call will not be transferred to Confed- 
erate service under any circumstances without their congent, 
and on. no account, unless a Confederate force, sufficient to 
prevent invasion, is sent into the State. These are raised ex- 
clusively for home protection. -Horses, horse equipments: and 
arms lost by the casualities of war, will be paid for by the State. 

Men of means and leisure, although advanced in years, now 
have an opportunity, without sacrifice, to go and fight—too old 
to walk, they can. now go on horseback. Men: tilling the soil 
can be less conveniently spared; semething must be produced 
to eat, either to live or to fight. - Isay to the gentlemen of leis- 
ure and wealth, make up this call; leaving the: tiller of the soil 
at home to produce something for our families and the country. 


. There are many more than the number called for here in Ar- 


kansas who will pot run a furrow this summer, nor do anything 
else substantially beneficial to the country. Business, in the 
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way of trade, is measurably suspended, and money making for 
a time ought to be. To be rich now is impossible, for if one 
ownedrthe whole state, it is worth nothing until freed. The 
wave of destruction has already rolled over the north-east por- 
tion of the state, and will soon reach the south,- unless stayed 
by a rampart'of Arkansas freemen. I am for defence—the 
military board is for defence, and, if aided by the poopie: the 
State will be redeemed. 
ME" H. M. RECTOR, TM 
and President of the Military Board." 
My official conduct by ‘the constitution being subject to ex- 
amination by your honorable bodies, I regard it as proper that 
you should be furnished with full knowledge upon all points, 
which are likely to challenge inquiry. It must be borne in 
mind that when this proclamation was issued, Arkansas, and 
other states west of the Mississippi had been abandoned for the 
time being by the Confederacy. By abandonment, I mean that 
the army had been withdrawn, and no defence then contem- 
plated or intended. External evidences familiar to the minds 
of all, are sufficient to establish the correctness of this asser- 
tion. ‘But beside these outside facts, known to every body, I 
knew, from official intercourse with the then commanding 
officer that such was the case. It will be borne in mind also, 
that the west, be: (he capture of the Mississippi, was cut off 
from the eastern portion of the government, hence it was not 
deemed probable that the general government could send us 
any aid. The conscription act had been passed by Congress 
at the date of my proclamation, but no orders had then been 
issued in Arkansas to enforce it. Our prospects east of the 
Mississippi were almost as gloomy as they were west; By the 
13th section of the ordinance passed by the State Convention, 
entitled, An ordinance “ for the organization of a military core,” 
it will be perceived, that whensoever the Confederate States 
fail or refuse to provide "a ‘defence for the State, that. it be- 
came the duty of the military board to repel invasion, upon 
-State account, and with State troops: On the 5th of May, the 
Confederate States did * fail to provide defence," and the State 
was invaded, seriously invaded; as thé loss of ten millions dol- 
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lars of private property does abundantly testify. None of which 
would have occurred if the State had have relied more upon 
herself, and less upon others, 

The conscription act not being enforced up to the date of my 
proclamation, all militia men were subject to State service. 
And further, I announced in the proclamation that the troops 
raised under it would not be transferred until the Confederate 
government furnished us defence, which I submit was proper; 
self- preservation being the first law of nature. It is charged, 
however, that other portions of the proclamation are treasona- 
ble towards the Confederute States. That [ designed a sepe- 
ration of the State from the Confederacy. I designed nor in- 
tended any such thing, But, most of all, deplored that a sepe- 
ration had taken place—the Mississippi full of gun boats, sev- 
ering us in twain, WhatI did intend, however, was to save 


the State of Arkansas from northern vardalism, if possible. . 


And also to assure Messrs. Curtis and Phelps, who were then 
said to be no great distance off, that I would do anything, or go 
anywhere, rather than back to the arms of Lincoln; and further, 
I intended to assure Gen. Curtis if he remained in Arkansas it 
must be by fatality—and no fault of mine, though the State 
was, for the time, deprived of Confederate aid. But I had 
another purpose, which was, to issue an official document, 
Which would call attention at Richmond, to the deplorable con- 
dition of Arkansas, and the west. ` 
- Lbeg leave to state in this connection further, that the presi- 
dent was not advised of the removal of the troops. from Arkansas 
until they were landed on the east bank of the Mississippi. 
That he did not approve it, may. be inferred from the abundant 
means of defence that has been accorded by him since for 
our safety. A few companies were raised under this call, and 
promptly transferred to Gen. Hindman, upon his arrival 2d 
June. But the military authorities of the State, did not con- 
tent themselves with the proclamation merely, which, though 
prepared hy me, was fully read, examined, and approved by 
.the members of the military board. 
On the 29th April we dispatched : a messenger to Gen. Beau- 
regard, sétting forth the defenseless condition of the State, and 
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requesting that the Texas regiments, then on their way east, 
be stopped in Arkansas, which was finally done. by orders sént 
to Gen. Roane, in command at Little Rock. In advance of ` 
these orders, however, Gen. Roane, upon. his own judgment, and 
my earnest ‘solicitation, retained for service. in Arkansas. the 
Texas. troops, not. yet shipped east, by which. tlie advance of 
the northern army was checked, and the State rescued from the 
hands of the enemy. Beside this, these timely exertions. pro- 
moted, I think, by my proclamation. of the 5th May, have heen 
instrumental, to some extent, in procuring: the present defence 
made for the west; for certainly, if the original design of trans- 
ferring all troops had been carried out, the Trans-Mississippi 
District, now in so prosperous a condition, would, by this time, 
present a very forlorn aspect. A portion of Parsons, Texas 
regiment, aided by an Arkansas company commanded by Capt. 


Will Hicks, turned the Ode of events by defeating the advanced 


guard of Curtis at. Searcy. "The citizen soldiery of Jackson, 
Monroe, White and-Prairie counties, deserve encomiums, and 
the gratitude of the country, for the patriotie and gallant resis- 
tance made by them to the advances of the enemy. Harrassed 
and slatightered in every attempt made to advance south, the 
northern general, made his escape to Helena, where; under the 
cover of gunboats, with ample means of going further if neces- 
sary, he has remained up to the present time, 

Gen. Hindman having assumed command in Arkansas on the 
2d of June, all State troops and army stores on hand, of every 
discription, were turned over to him, for Confederate use. Since 
which, the State has had no military operations on foot, nor ins 
curred expense, except in the settlement of unadjusted accounts. 


CONFEDERATE TAX. 

! By acts passed at the extra sessions of November, and Jan- 
uary last, the war tax assessed upon this State by the Confede- 
rate Congress, was provided to be payed by issuing State pa- 
per to the amount of $600 000. Said acts providing that the 
amounts due by the Confederate States to this State for cloth- 
ing furnished the soldiers, should by the consent of the Confede- 
rate government, be deducted from the amount found to be due 
by the people of Arkansas for said war tax, and (hat the re- 
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mainder should, by the governor of: tlie State he paid in Ar 
kansas. paper, provided the same: would be received. T obtained 
readily: the consent of: the secretary of the treasury fo a dedue- 
tion of the amount due forelothing. . No. authority existed. He 
thought, however, to receive the Arkansas scrip. - The-acts of ` 
the legislature above referred tp «also directed that the augitor 
of public, actounte, should, under the instructions of the gover- ` 
ner, make out said clothing account,'to enable the governor, as 
‘by said acts directed, to settle and pay said. war tax, and pro- 
eure the nbeessary receipis' and vouchers therefor. Up to this. 
moment, however, [ have been unable, though repeated appli- 
cation. has keen made, to procure the transcripts or papers 
directed to be prepared, Recently, I am informed by: the audi« 
tor that he has been unable tó prosute: the -appropriate vouch- 
era from the office of (be military board. Wpon inquiry of the 
secretary .of the sboard,, his recollection seems, to be, that, the 
auditor has never applied to him for the papers: at any time, 
but has incidentally mentioned to his assistant, that some addi- 
tional papers were wanted ta complete the clothing aceaunt. 
Amongst hands, at alk events, the papets. have not been. ob- 
tained. Notwithstanding, as far Jana as the 19th of June last, 
Lealled Mr; Millera earnest attention te the importance of: the 
subject by written, communication, and- then, and previously 
directed the secretary òf (Be bord: to furhish; all papers called ` 
for on: file. in bis office, necessary: to adjust the accounts, That 
there-has heen gross. direliction of -publi¢. duty sotnéwhere, in 
this matter, is unquestionable, dnd to acquit myself at least of 
seeming neglect, I beg’ leave to, refer yourhonorable bodies 
to the accohipanying correspondence on the subject, transpiring 
between Mr. Miller; the auditor, Mr. Vaughan, the secretary, 
and. myself, marked 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6&7 and 8... ^ —— c 
Iwas further, by said: get of the legislature directed, if neces. 
sary, to send an agent to.Richmond to prosure a proper settle- 
ment and páyment of the. State's account, ard’ tó procure the 
nevessary. Vouchers upon the payment of the money, etc, This ` 
has been rendered unnecessary, first, for the reason that. the 
account for clothing was not prepared. Secondly, because, in 
consequence of a partial invasion of the State the Confederate. 
2 * 
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marshal-has béen unable to return asgeasment lists for many of 
the 'counties; leaving it impossible to ‘ascertain what the gross 
amountiof the: Confederate war tax was. By air act passed by 
the Qonféderate Congress, where such citéunistances exist, and 
‘the tax’cannot be levied;thé secretary of the treasury is author- 
ized to compound, or settle- witk the governors of the respective 
States, what the amount-shalk be, approximating as near as 
practicable to the proper amaúntif.assóssed. With these diffi- 
culties in. the way,-beside ‘the fact: that communication and 
travel was hazardous between here and Richmónd, T found if 
impossible, to.darry.out the: letter of the law. upon this. subject, 
bt adopted a. courad which I believe iin harmony with its 
spirit and‘purpogés.' <: * s ` 

+ Major Gen: Hindman: finding it impossible to procure means 
froin ‘Richmond sufficient, op in time to meet his pressing de- 
manda, for mQney, wherewith to- support ai army, then 80 in- 
dispengablo to'tké galvistion of the State, applied to me, urging 
the propriety of my paying to hi$ quarter master the amount 
assuined by the State to be paid the Confederticy, on acednnt 
of wartax; which-I did, conditioned that if said payment was 
not approved at Richmond, the &mount paid should be refunded 
upon my ‘demand. E assumed that the whole- aniount ef the 
tax, if assessed against the State, would equal $600,000, de- 
` ducting the ten per cent. allowed the State for advancing and 
the. amat due her for clothing and:other small advances made 
by the military board on cash aecount; the remainder T estima- 
ted:to: be, ‘day $400,000, which, on the 25th of July, I paid-to 
Major John’ H.. Crump, Confederate: Quartermaster at Little 
Rock, taking duplicate receipts therefor; one. of: whichsi is filed 
withthe auditor of public accounts, and: the other to be-trang- 
mitted to Richmond by the messenger who may be sent to close 
up the business, all which I hope: “will be approved by your 
honorable bodies,: it being the best that could be done for all 
parties under the circumstances. : The auditor's report shows a 
payment of $450,000 instead of $400,000, on account of this 
tax. . Four hundred and fiffy thousand dollars was drawn from 
the -treasuty by me, but finding an‘excess; fifty thousand dollars 
was immediately returned to the treasury, where it still remains 
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subject to be: used: if found necessary in the ultimate: adjust- 


ment of accounts between the two-governmenta, which cannot 
be done until the clothing accotint is made up by the auditor; 


SICK "AND WOUNDED SOLDIERS. 

By an ‘act of the General Assembly, approved. Novembet 
1861, ten thousand dollats was appropriated, to be expended 
exclusively undér the direction of the governor, for the Benefit 
of sick and wounded Arkansas soldiers. ‘Without experience 
upon the subject I conceived, atone time, that much substan- 
tial relief might be ‘afforded by the disbursement of money 
directly to the soldiers in person, when they were found needy 
and suffering, With this view,'I sent an agent east of the 
Mississippi in March .last, and alsa one to our, ainiy after the 
battle of Elk Horn, tothe north; west portion of this State, with 
written instructions to both, that the funds placed in their hands 
might be expended when its disbursement, in their opinion, 
would relieve the pressing wants of the sick and wounded sol- 
dier. But little however was acedmplished, the wen being in 
the care and ‘management ‘of Confederate surgeons, all was 
supplied by them that mere mony could procure, and beyond 
this the, State ‘agent could not bé. permitted to interfere, which 
- put.an end speedily to that branch of the enterprise. Indeed, 
the general commanding Arkansas troops éast of the Mississip- 
pi, declined to permit the State agent to furnish the .soldiers 
with-money under any circumstances, but agreed that it might 
be deposited with his medical purveyor for disbursement. 
Knowing i ho means of exacting a settlement with a Confeder- 
ate purveyor, I declined paying out thé money in that way, and 
the agent, after ministering to a few eases of sulfering in the 
Memphis hospitals, returned home, disbursing an amount totally 
inadequate to the expense of travel. By an act of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, approved Nov. 16th. 1861, the marine hospital at 
Napoleon, still the property of the ‘State, was placed under the, 
charge of the governor, who was directed to audit and pay off 
the outstanding demands against it, and to make such tempo- 
rary disposition of it as he thought proper. Claims to the 
amount of $3,000 were exainined, approved and payed off as 
by law directed, and under the supervision of Dr. Sam M. ‘Tay: 
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lor, by my directions, the hospital was : prepared for the recep- 
tion of sick and. disabled Arkansas soldiers, "The number of 
patients received. at that institution was seventy-two, all of 
whom, except one, recovered readily and returned to their com- 
mands, ` This. successful treatment being attributable to the 
presence ‘of. comfortable quarters, goad nursing | and a skilful 
and, attentive physician; illustrating, clearly that the frightful 
mortality witnessed i in the army is mainly consequent upon the 
lack, of" proper sanitary departments, , $2,160 89, ont of the 
ten thousand dollar „appropriation, was dishursed for the sup- 
port of this hospital; finding, however, that the fund appropria- 
ted ‘would, be insufficient to maintain, the place on State account 
for any important length, of time, and also: that upon the loss 
of the, Mississippi i river, it would be likely, to fallinto the hands 
ol the enemy, in April, last L turned it over to the Confederate 
government for temporary use, until the: end of the war, or 
until such time as ‘the General Assembly might, by, law, desig- 
nate; charging. and collgoting from the Confederacy thé prime 
cost ‘of all furniture. and supplies, on hand, being in gross the_ 
pura of” $2, 600, which I deposited with the State treasurer, tak- 
Ang the .propér receipt for the same, and divecting the money to 
be placed y with general | reyenue and subject to the ordinary ex- 
pehses. of the government., The two agents, above referred ta 
in all, dishursed $510 90, which ‘added to. the 2,160. 89 makes 
$2,679 89 expended by. me out of the $10,000 appropriated for 
the benefit of sick and wounded soldier. «The vóuchers for 
which, with $1, 820 1k of the $4,500, as shown. by the auditor's 
report to have been drawn, being on hand, subject to. your ex- 
amination and disposal. . 

In conclusion, upon, this subject, T respeetfally submit, that to 
állord any material relief by. State aid to the suffering soldier, 
permanent hospitals must first be prepared, with the necessary 
fixtures and appointments, i in advance, and. éondacted by men 
responsible to, State authority, and to public. opinon at home, 
for the manner in which the patient is cared, foi whilst under 
‘tredtment. The fluctuation of physicians; purveyors, and others. 
- responsible | for the well being. of the sick, at one post or hom . 
pital to-day, and another to-morrow, relieves all ‘parties from 
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responsibility or cen&ure,—fepressing all emulation. in medi- 
cal treatment and" practice. With State inatitutions perma- 
nently established at healthy localities in the interior, ‘many 
objections and difficulties would be obviated, and an immense 
amount of life, and mortal suffering saved. To inaugurate 
a policy of this sort, would require; of course, the expenditure 
of large amounts of © nioney. The results; I am convinced, 
however, would: ‘prove amply spice to justify Hie under- 
taking: Te d 
* Butif objection. obtain to the "3 by the State, of sani- 
tary establishments for soldiers in service; upon the ground that 
théy mist: necessarily remain in the charge and custody of 
Confederate authority, still there iş a class, which might, apart 
from this objection, be taken care of and ministered to’ by ‘the 
State.’ I allade to those who have been discharged; for perma- 
nent disability, in -indigenY.oireumstances, Who, from loss of 
‘limbs, must live upon-the. chatities of the world, a -perpetual 

‘monument of thé ingratitude of a government, for which they 
have suffered mutilation, and púured out their. blood. ` For the 
benefit of sueh persons; to be shre, thé $10,000 appropriation 
was madè; but the insignificance of the amount does not justify 
a commencement even, in the right direction. ‘A prevailing 
and; I think, à mistaken idea exists, that the Confederacy: ‘should 
do all things, and (he State nothing, in this war, Money spent 

+ by the Confederacy, is money spent by the State, for certainly 
the latter will have to pay, in some ‘inode or" other, her propor- 
tión of the wardebt. Field operations dre of sufficient magni- 
tude to-absorb all thé time and vigilance of commanding gehe- 
rals, Hospital, sanitary and charitable institutions should, as 
far ‘as compatible with the public servico, be in charge of and 
be pried by the State governments, ffe 
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ues d anus op INDIGENT rang, =: 

The absence of a Targe proportion ef the male domain of 
the State, doüpled with the scarcity of provisions, produces 
absolute want and suffering i in many families, which ought, by 
some means, to be relieved by the government. Such hard- 
ships often fall upon the most meritorious class, who, from a 
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sense of delicacy, fall to make their necessities known, sand 
decline to.receive alms from their neighbors To supply these 
pressing demands of the people, the Legislature, by an act, 
approved March 22d, 1862, empowered. the county eourts to’ 
levy a tax'for the relief of the families of volunteers in certain 
cases, This law fails to afford.the required relief: Its defects. 
are, first, that it leaves action, or no action, discretionary with 
the county courts, the. officers, of which,.looking to popular 
favor, évade the responsibility of taxing the people as long as 
it can be avoided, and rely upon the charity and kindness of 
neighbors to supply food and raiment for the disconsolate wives 
and children of absent soldiers, risking all upon distant battle- 
fields, for" horor and independence, . Secondly, taxation by 
counties, is oppressive to the poorer anes-—rich in resource of 
streng arms and stout hearts, but.poor in, money,. the burthen 
is unequal—the law diseriminating against the more populous 
and less wealthy region, in favor of the less populous and more 
wealthy. I would. respeetfally suggest, that a general system 
‘be devised; by which the pecuniary'eondition at every soldier's 
family in the State, be correctly ascertained, and, through sub» 
agents, that their. absolute wants be provided for during the 
war out of the State treasury. As property is protected by 
the, war; so let it be taxed, if necessary, for the support of the 
helpless families of soldiers out. upon. duty. ' 


MANUFACTURE op SALT. 


The scarcity of salt. in, the country must, be seriously felt, 
unless some plan is, ‚adopted to: increase its supply. The State 
owns. valuable salines which: by a small expenditure of «money, 
might be made to produce the article in abundance at cheap 
rates. Individual enterprise has, and will, prove insuficient 
to produce the requited amount of this article. Neither govern- 
ment or peaple can Subsist long; in the absence of salt. Luxu- 
ries may be dispensed with, but salt cannot he; man and beast 
must perish without, it, Your atterition la earnestly "alied 
fe this subject. EE , ` M | 

d , K SHINFLASTIRS, df 

ECH State lo being literally flooded. with a srortlloss rag 


& 
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currency, to an extent that makes legislative interference indis- 
pensably necessary. , The evil is not merely a bad currency, 
but the quantity of paper mcney afloat, inflates prices to extor- 
tionate rates, L suggest that the present issues be called in, 
under a penalty, summarily imposed; and that new issues be 
only authorized, or permitted, upon deposits made of State or 
Confederate papér with the State Treasurer, and then, in: limi- 
ted quantities, and dollar for dollar. 'The law; at present, 
prohibits the issuance of change or individual tickets, but a 
necessity for small change has negatived the statute, until that 
necessity has grown in*o a great. publíc evil, magnifying 
its proportions daily, at rapid strides. If change tickets must 
exist, let. that existence .be. a. legal one, coupled with some 
pur and moral responsibility ta the maker. 


LANDED INTERESTS op THE STATE, 


By an act of the General Assembly, approved 21st March 
last, the sale of public lands wag suspended until the close of 
the war. The law I think a. good one, and ought to be con- 
tinued, without amendment for the time prescribed. It is, sug- 
gested, for reasons set forth by the Auditor of Publio Accounts 
in his report, that a land department should be organized sepa- 


rate from the office of anditor.. ` Unquestionably, heretofore; 


> 


this would have proyen wise and. salütary legislation, In 80 
much, however, as all business is suspended for the present, in 
this connection, the additional expense of creating new offices 
just now, might aa well be avoided. 


FISCAL AFFAIRS, 


hi would appear by the report of the. Auditor af P Publio Ape 
counts, marked “A,” herewith submitted as an accompanying 
document, that the expenditures. of the State government, for : 
the two years ending 30th September, 1809, civil que m 
amounts to $2,774,489 94. : : l 
This, however, is not literally. correct; haya ‘ies unex- 
pended balances of amounts drawn, which have not been used, 
hut returned to the treasnry, as follows, to-wit: In the summer 
of 1861, the Military Board drew from the tregguny, and placed 
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in the hands of an agent, $200; 000; for the purchase of so]diérg 
clothing. Coritracts or purchases were not madè as anticipated: 
and the’ war bonds, being of Targe dénomination, and unsuited: 
for ordinary use, Wére déposited in the treasury. Since which, 
it appears that $61,000 only have been paid out by the board; 
the remainder, with the coupons attached; being still on deposit. * 
There is, also, $31,000 in the hands of the Daer genetel, 
not vet disbursed. 

Anticipating the necessity of its’ "use, as above: natok 1 
drew $450, 600 to pay the Cobdédérate tas, E 000: of which 
was returned to the treasury. ^ © ZR 

T have’ on hand $1,820 11 anexpehdëéd; of the 54,500 00 
dráwn for the relief of the sick and wounded Arkansas soldiers, 

These amotints, added tog éther, make $221,820 11; and 
deducted from $2,774,439 94, stated by the Auditor as the 
amount spent, we have. $2,552,812 83, as the cortect amount 
expended, for all purposes, in thé past tivo years, -~ 

‘Deduct from this the réceipts'into “the treásury for the two 
years, and the fund on hand, as stated by the Auditor, $1,075,- 
768 23, and yot have’ $1, aU, 051 60 of expenditure mere than 
recéipts. Thaw being the amount of “few debt created, its 
stead of ‘$1,784,474 05, às supposed by the Auditor. d 

The whole of this deficit has been disbursed fór military’ 
purposes, which; by aii act of the Confederate. Congress, is pre- 
vided to bé paíd back fo the State. So, 1 cancdive, that ho 
unnetessary alarm need be felt, touching the necessity of seit, 
ing the State's lands for the liquidation of this deficit; which 
seems to be apprehended by the Auditor iu his report. Indeed, 
apart from the payment of this amount of money by the State, 
for military purposes] the: Cónfederacy is largely indebted to 
- Arkansas for 'subsistence. stores, arme, ammunition, and sugar, 
seized at Helena, and steaimboats at Des Ard, by Conféderate 
officers, ‘atid’ appropriated to Confederate: usé. "The gross 
amount of which articles will equal say $750,900. 

“The appareñt deficit will, therefore, not only" be met without 
the sple of lands, but upon the reesipt of the State's dues from 
the Confederacy, she will have money on-hatid süfficientto pay 
off a donsidéyable portion of the old “bank debt," which the. 


25 
country has'herétofore so fondly: ape was on the eve of 
final extinction. i 

Taking in view this surplús of $750, 000, for Ee „stores, 
ánd the 15,000,000 acres of land, reférréd to by the auditor as 
belonging to the State, most of which was obtained by the 
act of secession, financially, the State's. condition is a most 
enviable one—presenting less liability, and more resources, than 
the proudest of her Confederate sisters. The economy dise 
played by the military board, is unparalleled in the history of 
this war. With one and s half millions of money, it has orga- 
nized, subsisted, transported and equipped thirty-five regiments 
and battalions of Volunteer soldiers, and put them in the field, 
ready for duty, - ‘beside paying all other amounts. accruing for 
State service and defence. And this the board has done, free 
from ‘peculation, ` spéculation, embezzlement, or theft, ou the 
part ‘of’ its subordinates—except iñ a solitary instance of a few 
hundred dollars—which was 'proniptly Ed. ipid redressed 
by legal prosecution., © - > so 

A number of sheriffs, it. appears ‘by the report of E airditor, 
have failed to. pay’in their taxes: Si the presen yuan Bod TEN 
forlast year. 

Some were delayed by the al of the seat of gavem- 
ment, and made settlement after the time required be law, 
under heavy penalties.: In many of the northern. counties, it 
has been impossible to collect the taxes, the country being occu- 
pied by the enemy; relief ought to be granted’ in such cases 
commensurate with the surrounding circumstances.. But E 
should think itan unwise policy to anticipate diffienlties of this 
"Sort, by. passing relief" bills in ini: as the auditor: ge 
for 1863. and 1804., .- d 

: The supérabundanoe. of oner makes the collision af reve- 
nug less diffieult:now than ever. before; where the country is 
kept free from the enemy. Any. portion of which being" 
becupied in. fubure, would be entitled to relief, as to tax 
payers and tax-eollectors. Supervenient EES however» 
. Will be entirely adequate for redress, : t 

Of all things, the governinentía finante ought, tobe. fe geg 
the blighting influence. of special legislation, "^ .. C 


s 
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If there are Hardships, relieve them after they have occurred, 
not in anticipation. * 


Table * N," auditor's report, estimating —* and, dis- E 


bursements for the next, two years shows a deficit of $1 999.840 
based upon the present rate of taxation. A. lesser deficit; if 
any, I think will exist at the end of that time. 

First, [am unable to percéive way the revenue will lie. less 
in 1864 than in 1863, 

The auditor reduces the former year to $125, 000 op, the lat- 
ter to $90,000:00, Each year, ih my opinion, will yield at the 
lowest. estimate. $125,000 00. a 

Secondly, all military operations ow Stato account dels at 
an. end, obviously $500,000 cannot be required as suggested by 
the auditor for that purpose.. 

Again, it may or may not be provided be legislation, that the 
State shall pay the Confederate tax of 1863 and 1864, estima- 
ted by the auditor at $700,000, which, in my estimation is far 
below the amount, that tax, for the present year being at least 
$600,000, and estimated by the: Confederate. marsha} at $625,- 
000. His calculation being based upor the assessment lists 
returned from a majority of the counties, 

‘The fiscal: condition. of the State, then, may be, viewed rea- 
sonable in this wise: 

`" The current expenses of the State. — € for 1863 and, 
1864, is put down by the auditor, at $172,500; add to this the 
amount stated in his report for interest on wor honda, and we 
have $396,500. - ake 

“Ehe two years. revenue at $125, 000 dial year; — to the . 
Confederate. money ¡on hand, ‘makes $358,054, leaving at the: 
end of two years, according to my view, a: deficit only "af 
$66,846.: To meet this we have. the unexpended fand of the 
military: board-«svar. bonds and treasury wüfrants, which E 
recommend be used for civil expenditires,. after regerving: 5 
Sufficient amount, sty $50,000 to pay. outstanding: demands, 

Beside the interest on war bonds will be rapidly diminished 
by their receipt into the treasury for revende qud. other pay” 
ments of: State dies. And unless the «Confederate. tax is paid 
for 1863 and 1864, no deficit will exist at the éxpiration of the . 
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incoming two years, at the prete rate of missum which is 
low... a 

. If, T the Tn tax is i Led is manu- 
factured, or imported, to supply the people, necessitous soldiers 
families are relieved from want—of course, additional means 
must be provided: by DEER taxation, or the issuance of State 
paper, 

The superabundance of monéy, I think, will ante the peo- 
ple to meet, in future, any tax assessed by the Confederate 
government. If so, an increase of the, State's liabilities for 
that purpose, ought to be avoided: by all means. 

The civil expenses of the State government have been unus- 
ually large, on account of special appropriations made by the 
State Convention and the General Assembly. 

The Confederate tax has been paid; $39,000 spent in n pur- 
chasing arms; $100, 000 loaned the Memphis and Little Rock 
railroad. The legislatufe has held three sessions and the con- 
vention two, since November 1860. The most astute econo- 
mists known" to the world’s history, have never been able to 
carry on governments at peace rates, in time of war. '- 

The money loaned to the Memphis railroad sufficed. to com- 
plete the White river and Little Rock section within the time 
prescribed by the act directing said. loan to be made. No in- 
terest, however has been paid by. the company as required by 
said act, owing, I presume to the unsettled condition of the 
country. RE 

In concluding my remarks upon the fiscal affairs of the State 
I cannot refrain from suggesting to your honorable body the 
propriety of withdrawing as rapidly as circumstances will per- 
mit, all interest bearing State paper from circulation, and issu- 
ing instead, acrip or treasury warrants bearing no interest. 

The war bonds, as prepared br direction of the convention, 
were designed for securities, for sale to capitalists, for inyest 
ament, not for general circulation as a, mediüm, and they are 
now being so held, none being in circulation. The treasury 

-Wartants or sógip, however, were designed for a currency 
amongst ollfer things, and accordingly prepared aa bank bills, 
and circulate hourly from. hand to. hand asa currency, ita value 
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being neither added to or diminished by bearing interest, whilst 
the difference is material and burdensome to the treasury. 

L must be permitted to call your attention to an additional 
fact cuinected with the treasury, which I esteem essential for a 
harmonious and successful administration of the government. 

For obvious reasons, the law contemplates that the executive 
of the State shall have full knowledge of the internal workings 
of the treasury department. The 53d section, chapter 23d of 
the Digest therefore provides, that * it shall be the duty of the 
“auditor to make quarterly reports to the governor of the 
* amount of moneys in the hands of the treasurer, belonging 
“tothe State or any county." My predecessor, at & given 
period found great difficulty im extracting this information from 
perverse and inefficient officers, and was- driven finally to the 
courts, by. mantamus, to obtain redress for these oiera mal- 
feasances. ^"^ p ge 

Since my installation seven quarterly: reparti, ds the set- 
tion above quoted, should have been made opt and forwarded 
by the auditor to the executive. Not one, however; has been 
furnished. Why, or wherefore, I have not been advised, 

Such negligence, ought by law, to be ground for removal, or 
fof something èlse more speedy than á law suit. ° >- 

The report of the State treasurer is herewith submitied-as an 
accompanying document, marked * B," showing the condition 
of the treasury, to which your attention is respeétfully invited. 

DANK DEDTS. 

No progress can be made, of course, inthe “winding up of 
these venerable institutions until the end of the war. Ruins 
has Been dore in the past two years. 

I beg leave to submit here with the report of Mr. Peay, the 
receiver Tn chancery of the assets of the Real Estate Bank; 
marked “ Exhibit O.” The deficit of assets is $1,431,405 20. 

Also, the repórt of Mr. O. Basham, ex-officio financial rë- 
ceiver of the State Bank; marked “ D.” . Two thousand, six 
hundred and thirteen dollars, forty-seven'cents only have been 
collected for two years past. The liabilities of this institution 
ere'estimated in the receiver's réport at $1,860,217 50, with 
only $5,000 good debts to pay them with. 
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The lands mortgaged to the Real Estate Bank by the stock- 
holders, will doubtless prove sufficient to pay that debt. The 
deficit ón State Bank account, will subsist until paid out i the 


treasury. 


PENITENTIARY. i 


The report of Mr. A. J. Ward, contractor and warden of the 
penitentiary, is herewith submitted, marked *E No.1.” Also 
the reports of the inspector and physician, Dr. John Kirkwood, 
marked “E No. 2.” Also the report of the chaplain, Rev. D. 
L.G. MeKenzie. From which several papers, all necessary 
information may be obtained for the guidance of any legisla- 
tion, found requisite for the future prosperity of that institution, 
and. the -wellbeing of its inmates. 

k Itake pleasure in mentioning: the efficiency of the officers 
eonneeted with the State's prison, and the material aid afforded 
by the institution in carrying on the war. 5 


TAKING THE OATH. 


Many citizens of Arkansas—some holding office at the time, 
and some obtaining positions since—have, under various cir- 
cumstances, taken the oath of allegiance'to the Lincoln govern- 
ment, Tn law, this is treason, particularly in an officer, irre- 
spective of what the necessities or inducements were which 
actuated this conduct. 

A man, arraigned for the offence, might well plead the neces- 
sity of saving life or limb, and expect clemency, but the offence, 
legally, stands unabated. The circumstances under which 
many took such steps, extenuates, materially, the moral wrong. 
But the enquiry still arises, and, must be met, as to the legality, 
or propriety, of commissioning men to State offices, who are 
known, or who are believed by the authorities, to have taken 
the oath to the northern government? 

I take it, that an officer, taking the oath, is hot ‘thereby 
hg ipso facto” disqualified and ousted, until the fact is legally 


found by competent judicial authority. The subject isinpor- 


tant, and requires legislation for the guidance of the Executive 
in acting upon such existing states of facta. 
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The question being this, exactly:. Shall men'be commissioned 
by the governor, and hold office from this State, who have ` 
sworn allegiance to that government with which we are at 
ware ` 


ARKANSAS INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND. 


The biennial report from this institution has been md 
and is respectfully submitted herewith, and marked. o Fj as an 
accompanying document. eo^ 

The report shows economy -of disbursement, eii pro- 
gress and industry on the part of the pupils, benevolent (eat, 
ment, and an inculcation of christianity and its by the | 
officers, worthy the highest emulation, 

The details furnished in the report of the — Mr. J, 
B. McDaniel, and that of the superintendent, Mr. Otis Patten, | 
will prove highly instructive and entertaining. 

The usual appropriation, $2,500, is recommended, for the 
support of this humane institute. 


PUBDIC BUILDINGS. 


In a communication of recent date, addressed to me by the 
Hon. John I. Stirman, secretary of state and ex-officio commis- 
sioner of public buildings, | am advised by that ‘officer of the | 
importance of repairing the state house. The building is in, 
rapid state of decay, and good economy, I suggest, would war-' 
rant a'small appropriation for its preservation, 


PUBLIO PRINTING. 


L am advised by Messts. Yerkes & Johnson, publio printers, . 
that, for the want of paper, they are unable to comply with 
their contract, in printing the accompanying documenta directed 
by the 9th section of chapter 80, Digest, to be, furnished the. 
General Assembly with the governor's message. The reports 
inst, therefore, be submitted i in ‘manuscript, 


x: ey Se FOR GOVERNOR AND OTHER OPFIOERS. ` ' 
DER, SI of a decision made by the Supreme Court, an elec: 
tion was ordered for govemor, ‘setiators, circuit judges, and 
prosecuting attorneys; all of whom, were elected in 1860 and 
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E 1561, for four years. The judgement of the court is in viola- 
fion of what I esteem to be the law. 
} But I deemed it most proper that the executive should har- 
| monize his action with the view taken by the judicial branch 
j of the government, and accordingly the elections were directed 
‘by proclamatiori to be holden, And, after expressing to the 
E people of Arkansas my sincere gratitude for repeated acts of 
foonfidence and support’ accorded to me, and an unabated desire 
Por their prosperity and happiness, I beg leave to announce to 
be General Assembly that my connection with the government, 
| a its chief magistrate, ceases with the delivery of this mes- 
9 HENRY M. RE OTOR. 
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Auprror’s Orrioz, 
Little- Rock, Nov. 5£h, 1862. 


To the Hons. President of the Senate, and 
Speaker of the House. of Representatives: 

The message of Ex-Governor Rector, delivered to the two 
Honses at the opening of thi» session of the General Assembly 
contains passages calculated, if not intended, to reflect upon 
my conduct as a public officer. Owing to, the fact that there 
is no paper‘on which to print the reports of the auditor and 
áreasurer, wherein full statements are made of the condition of 
the treasury, and that the message of the late governor, with 
all its errors is printed and circulated, the facts; so far as re- 
garda the actual condition of the treasury; the expenditures of 
the past two years, and the debt incurred in that time catinot 
now be laid before you and: your constituents. "Those reports 


would explain. and: refute many of the mistakes which the es. 


governor has.fallen.into. There are other matters charged: op 


insinuated by him, involving as lie says “ gross direliction of" 


E public.duty somewhere," wherein the attempt is made to lay 
the blame on my shoulders. 1 should be wanting in respect for 
you and in. self réspeot; to let this ex-parte statement of the 
late governor go uncontradicted, and not to- attempt-to put you 
in possession: of the facta in the case. 

. To-show that there: was no remisshess of duty op my party, 


. {submit the following: facts The Military Board audited all’ 
accounts for clothing, There was.also an office created: by’ 


virtue of: some militia law, called the office of Paymaster Geng- 
ral, where these, accounts were paid, The money to pay them’ 


* 


Was. drawn fran the treasury, in«grüss suma on requisitions and’ - 


there was no meana of Knowing the items or matters of account: 


ye 


2 ue 


for whieh this money was paid, from any books in or reports 
made to my office. The only way then was to procure the 
vouchers or accounts from the Military Board and copy them» 
I was well aware of the magnitude of the work and its impor- 


. tance, and kept pace with it as fast as I could procure the ac- 


y? 


‘counts from the Military Board. 


The office was ordered, to be removed to Washington, in 
Hempstead county, by way ef Dardanelle, i in May last. I had 
the work in, progress until this removal was ordered. The 
State offices, before.reathing, Washington, were ordered to Hot 
Springs, and to.remain there. At (he Springs, though part of the 
recoids were boxed up, and'the governor uncertain. haw long 


«we would remain there, "called upon the secretary of the Mili- 


tary Board, and. upon. his assistant, Mr. A. J. Smith, for the 
vouchers and accounts, endeavoring to keep the matter entirely’ 
up so as.to be, able to. state. the account as soon as the pay- 
ments were made, I was told then that these accounts or 
vouchers,could not be spared, as the board; was then settling: 
with the State Paymaster General. and State: Quartermaster - 
General The offices. were brought back; to: (his city early in 
the month of August. Shortly after the return application was 
again made for these papers, and the governor was informed 
of the fact, when he promised to have the documents sent to 
me, On the 13th day af October, the governor addressed me 
a, note, referred to in hig message, In reply, I stated the reason 
why the account was not made out, He sent me-another note 
and enclosed a copy of a letter (Yom, the secretary. to him, In. 
that letter the secretary says that he does not recollect of my 
asking hiia, for the vouchers, and that he had furnished me with 
all the necessary papers, as fat as he could do so. On the. 


Same day, and after the reception of the copy of his letter, he 
came into the auditors office and filed.a voucher or account. On 


_ the. 23d day of October, ten days after hé wrote.the letter be- 


fore referred to, he,presented and filed in my.office; no less than 
three op ‘four hnndred more of the vouchers. or accounts. In 
stating these facts, so necessary for my vindication, I do not 
intend to cast any reflection ypan the Secretary of the Military 


Hoard, or his.pggistant, Of course, I: nia commenced ` 
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having them copied, and the work is yet going on;. Setting 
aside the fact that the governor was requiring me to have work 
done by the 13th of October, when the means to do it was 
withheld until he 23d; there is another: view of the: matter, 
The law requires the vouchers to be filed in my office: section 
3, of the aet approved 18th November, 1861, reads as follows, 
viz: “ Be it further euacted, That. all. papers ‘and, vouchers 
necessary for the proof of such accounts. and claims, shall be 
filed in the office of the Auditor of this state, and he shall fur- 
nish certified copies thereof.for verification of such, accounts 
and claims, and whenever required.” See page 40 of Acts, 
Nov. 1861. Whose, duty was it to bring them there? The 
governor was President of the Military Board and had sworn 
to see the laws faithfully executed. .J had no control whatever 
over the Secretary of the Board, or the files of that office, He 
had. This gross direliction of duty he speaks of. was not with 
me; for the accounts were kept up as fast ns the vouchers were 
received and if the ex-governor has been unable to send an 
agent to Richmond, because,the clothing account was not made 
out, the fault is certainly not mine. ftis. not'my purpose in 


this paper to do more than defend:myself, Were I so disposed: 


and this a fitting occasion, I might show why these attacks 
were directed at me alone, and were I disposed to make char- 
ges, they might be found backed by record proof that yonl ‘be 
incontrovertable. 

In the table of my. report, which i is marked “A,’, the — 
of the State expenditures is given às $2,774,439 94. This the 
ex-governor tells you, is not literally correct, Upon examining 

the books of the Treasurer, Lfind that his and my books agree. 

The late goveinor. goes on to say, that $139,000 i in war bonds, 
aré in the treasury on special deposit, $50,000 of the money 
drawn to pay the Confederate tàx was returned to the treasury 
„and $1,820 11 of another fund are in his hands, and these 
"Should be deducted.” It iş- apparent to any sensible man that, 
_Feould have no . knowledge of what money the board had one 


“special deposit, what amount of public money the governor - 


had retained in his hands, or that a militia paymaster general 
had obout $31,000 on hand. If these: sums had been paid inte 
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the treasury or returned to the funds from which they were 
drawn, those funds would have been credited and the proper 
deductions made. I am aware, unofficially, that large sums of 
public money, are, or ought to be in the hands of other account- 
ing officers, and I have seen their official receipts for large 
sums, but I cannot credit the State with these amounts until 
they are received into tlie treasury. 
The former Governor istmistaken in supposing that the whole 
of the new debt created was on account of the Confederate 
States, and it strikes me that he exercised his hope largely in 
supposing that it will be paid back. "That the Confederate 
States will pay, or allow a credit for clothing, arms, ammuni- 
*tion, etc., furnished, is undoubtedly true, but that this will 
amount to much more than the Confederate tax, is very doubt- 
ful. In adding the amount of the indebtedness of the State, I 
did not include several items which may be considered as part 
of' State experiditures. The outstanding swamp land scrip and 
levee warrants are to be redeemed. with land, and in one sense, 
may be considered as a debt of the State. Indeed, I was care- 
ful'to get the amounts stated in my report in exact figures from 
my books, and in making estimates I gave,the most favorable 
ones that could be made. In the body of my report I gave my 
reasons, at some length, for the estimates of receipts and ex- 
penditures for the next two years. I estimated the revenue for 
1863 at $125,000. Recent events have served to convince me 
that this estimate is too large. The revenue for the year 1868, 


` will be the taxes of 1862, the present year. Before taxes can 


be collected they must be assessed. As I before stated, from 
more than one half the counties in the State no tax books have 
been received, and, in many of them, the taxes cannot be col- 
lected. Even in counties where the tax payers are able to pay, 
for want of assessments there can be no taxes collected. In 
my report, I stated some of the difficulties with which the sub- 
jeet was environed, and it will be useless to recapitulate them 
here. Indeed, coming as the General Assembly does from all 


‘parts of the State, they are fully aware of'the difficulties in 


this respect. I am fearful that the amount to be derived from 
revenue for the next two years will not equal the amount of 


a 
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the civil expenses of the State, and the interest on the debt 
lately created will amount to more than the net revenue. That 
a Confederate tax will be collected is almost certain, and 
whether the State assumes it or not, the people will pay it at 
last. 

It is needless to disguise the fact that our lands: is what we 


will have to:look to for the means of paying the State debt. 


. Even now, when expendiutres for military purposes have almost 


entirely ceased, the State is falling behind every day, and at 
the end of two years will have a large amount of paner in 
circulation. No fine theories, or rose colored views,. will alter 
the facts with which we shall have to deal. You will bear in 
mind that the convention directed the moneys belonging to, or 
coming through, certain funds, to be placed in the general fund, 
and, an account kept with each of these funds tovthe end that 


they may be reimbursed hereafter, Thus, the war bonds.and 


treasury warrants received on account of the swamp land fund, 
the seminary, saline and internal improvement funds, though 


paid into the treasury and summed up in the gross receipts, are 


really not redeemed by'the State, who owes them to the diffe- 
rent funds. She is acting aa trustee for them, and though she 
collects the money due to them, and uses it for her own purpo- 


? ges, it is not hers, properly speaking, and will have to be reim- 


bursed. The reports of the Auditor and of the Treasurer will 
be found to agree. He gives the same aggregates, and his 
balances coincide with those of the Auditor, yet the late gover- 
nor fails to find any error in the report of the Treasurer. The 
latter officer nowhere credits any amount said to be in. the 


«hands of a paymaster, any balances in the hans of the Gover- 
nor, or any special deposit. There is not a member of this 


Assembly who does not know that the hooks. of the Auditor 


Show only the amounts paid in and paid ont, on the diiferent 


accounts, and only such balancés as are in the treasury or are 
due from revenue collectors or receiving officers, as shown by 
‘official reports made tà him. It is qmestionable if, as Auditor, 
he could have eredited an account with money in the hands of 
a third party, even had he been made aware of it, though he 
might, in à note have mentioned the fact. The late Uo. ornor 


1 
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is particularly severe upon me for failing to furnish him quar- 
terly reports of the amount of moneysin the treasury, and says, 
out of seven, not one has been received. In January, 1861, it 
was not necessary to report to the Governor, as the Legislature 
was in session and the committee was then examining the 
Treasurer's books, and would report to the’ General Assembly. 

The Convention assembled i in March, and the press of business 
was so great that before reports were made out, the Conven- 
tion again assembled in May. At the Governor's request, I 
prepared statements for him, which he transmitted to the Con- 
vention, and which were published. There were two special 
sessions of the Legislature at which reports were made. The 
Convention transferred to the offices of the Auditor and Tres- 
surer a vast amount of business. The Treasurer, especially, 
was overwhelmed with labor; claims against the State had to 
be paid in war bonds and treasury notes, the issuance of which: 
involving a great deal of labor, made it. impossible for him to 
furnish me the quarterly reports at thé proper time. Without 
these, I could not make the report to the Governor, and, under 
the circumstances, it was simply an imponsibility. Part of the 
time the two offices were on wheels; the records boxed up, and 
to have furnished one report, I would have had to unpack some 
“core or more of boxes, during heavy storms, on the top of 
Fourche or Petit Jean mountains. Notwithstandtng all this, 
whenever the late Governor calledsupon mé for any informa- 
tion, it was promptly furnished him, and at times when other 
business required labor both by night and day. 

In my report, for the reasons therein set forth, I suggested 
that the landed interests of the State should be put under the 
control of aseparate department. "These interests are so great, 
and so much depends upon their proper management, that they 
should be arranged under a proper 3nd prudent system, and 
under the supervision of a competent officer. The present sys- 
tems, or conglomeration of systems, with two sets of officers 
and different kinds of lands, is cumberous, expensive and intri- 
eate. At the close of the war, should thé old offices be opened, 
and business resumed, the thousand errora now existing would 
be perpetuated and other errors heaped upon them. A simple 


y 


| plan might be adopted, and the machinery ready to be put in 
| operation when peace is declared. - ' i : 

I^ The late Governor is mistaken in supposing that the creation 

t of a land department would involve additional expense. In 
F my opinion, the expense to the State would be diminished. 
[have endeavored to answer the charges made or insinuated 
¿by the ex-governor, in as simple and as plain a manner. as pos- 
sible, by a statement of the facts, and to avoid any language 
Fthat savored of ill-feeling, or that appeared like a retort. My 
B object here is to vindicate myself, hot to make this hall the 
E arena of a personal dispute. To that end, I have confined 
myself to a simple statement of facts. My report is not only 
É based upon the facts and figures in the tables submitted, but 
those identical facts and figures are also to be found in the . 
report of the Treasurer. For each item received or disbursed, 
Hiere is a receipt or voucher on file. Itis part of the duty of 
this General Assembly to have those books and vouchers ex- 
Lamined. Competent gentlemen have been appointed a com- 
E mittee for that purpose, and L'ask of you and of them that they 
¿will perform that duty rigidly and carefully; that they will'ex- 
‘amine and repart all errors of omission’or commission, In this 
Konse, there is something more than mere office at stuke—there 
De reputation and character. 

| For many years I have. held offices of trust, and have borne 
ya character for integrity, and, perhaps, acquired some repata- 
f tion for business talents; I have endeavored to maintain both. 
E Itmay be unfortunate that an official should have been chosen, 
E whose temper and disposition were such as to makèʻit unplea- 
; sant for other departments to hold intercourse with him; and 
Ei may be fortunate, or unfortunate, for me, that, smarting under 


y ia. defeat, he should, in his last.official act haye made charges. 


_ 


E. or insinuations against me. 


To vindicate myself, I ask that my official conduct be strictly 
, enquired into, lam willing to be judged hy my acte. And, 
yt as the document in which those charges and insinuations are 
p, made, is spread at length upon your journals, 1 would fain ask 
7 as a matter of courtesy, pot a matter of right, that this paper 
LY be likewise made ofgrecord by your honorable body. as 
K Respectfully, ` T 
d , a WM, R. MILLER, Audilor i 
A SCH i of Arkansas, . 
* $ l 
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THE STATE OF ARKANSAS 
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> MI AUN O a ec Da NAO e AL NON AI LON ION e ua 


To the Sho » EFE of Joh n Sem _ _Countp---Greerine : 


WauEREAS, it appears that there ista vacancy in the office of re. pres enlaliuve 


D > 


te Mo General Qssenibly ef Sara Skata Mi o 
in your county, occasioned by the doa th of Â C Hower. ) 


— — UT ` AS 


Nov, Taeresfors, L HARRIS FLANAGIN, Governor of the State aforesaid, by virtue of 
the authority in me vested by law, do hereby command you to open and hold an election in said 
county, on the Jouth Lay of Soplema ber weet to fill said vacincy, 


according to the statute in sucli cases made ¿nd provided. 
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VM Testimony raras, D have hereunto set my hand, and 
U 
l G.S ho o Co 
caused the Seal of the State to be a'lixed to Ue al bite 
Reek, on the Jew Wh — - day of ss a 


A. D. 1864. " E 
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